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Surrogacy and Fatherhood among Homosexual Couples

Roni Farber Aflalo

Abstract

In March 1996, the Knesset passed the "Embryo carrying agreement law."” The
law, which was the world’s first to regulate surrogacy by means of designated
state law, restricted the eligibility to heterosexual couples where in the woman
is unable to carry a pregnancy for medical reasons. Homosexual couples are
not entitled therefore to initiate such contracts and must seek surrogacy in
foreign countries, an option that entails complex obstacles that do not hinder

heterosexual couples who undergo the procedure in Israel.

This study concentrates on the consequences and implications of turning to
surrogacy, for both, gay men couples and their environment. The purpose of
the study is to shed light on the fatherhood experience of gay men, who
choose to realize their parenthood through surrogacy. To this end, the study
delves into the couples’ cope with raising a family: their personal, marital,
familial, social and legal challenges. The study is based on qualitative research
methods, primarily, observations and semi-structured interviews, aiming to
understand the significance of the mentioned life processes from the

participants’ perspectives.

The study population includes six pairs of Israeli gay men, joined by marriage
or common-law, aged 35 to 55, who founded their families by means of

surrogacy in the U.S., India or Russia.



Analysis of the findings shows that interviewees had considered the option of
joint parenthood with an Israeli woman prior to opting for surrogacy. However,
ultimately they chose to keep their relationship in its existing, exclusive pair
format and not include a third parent within it. Most couples - four out of six —
had also considered adoption. The intensity of the desire to for parenthood
among gay couples was especially pronounced when they emphasized the

their plans for additional children, either through surrogacy or adoption.

As for the genetic issue of the sperm that will be used in the surrogacy
process, an issue that could potentially create tension between the men, the
respondents argued that genetic paternity carried but minor significance for
them. All the interviewees depicted the biological father's identity as secondary

to the merit of becoming parents.

Once they became fathers and founded a gay family, the men had to face their
environment, this time under the new social identity of gay fathers.

Responders indicated that gay parenting pulls quite some public attention.
Though they were somewhat uncomfortable with this attention, the fathers they
acknowledged their otherness and grew accustomed to this attention. Most of
the respondents described great involvement on the part of their parents and
extended family during their stay abroad for the surrogacy procedures. This
family assistance was seen as the most important in the first steps of building
their families. Financial assistance or escort abroad, were highly valued, both

on symbolic and instrumental plains.

On a wider scale, the men in the study, experience the state of Israel as hostile

to their way of life, denying them basic civil rights such as the right for



parenthood. The obstacles that the state presents on the way to adoption and
surrogacy, though not addressed exclusively to gay couples, was seen as

more crucial and harmful for homosexual couples.

Having said that, the men indicated that they noticed gradual changes,
primarily, growing acceptance of homosexual fatherhood Assuming that it is
not only both social perceptions that shape family structures, but also the
other way round, homosexual families may become increasingly accepted in

the future.



Surrogacy and Fatherhood among Homosexual Couples

By: RONI FARBER AFLALO

Supervised by: PHD DAPHNA CARMELI
THESIS SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE MASTER DEGREE

University of Haifa
Faculty of Social Welfare & Health Sciences

Department of Nursing

August, 2014



Surrogacy and Fatherhood among Homosexual Couples

RONI FARBER AFLALO

THESIS SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE MASTER DEGREE

University of Haifa
Faculty of Social Welfare & Health Sciences

Department of Nursing

August, 2014



